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ing the past three decades. However, with a better under-
standing of venous hemodynamics, the introduction of
duplex technology and other noninvasive vascular meth-
ods, and endovascular visualization of venous structures,
interest in long-standing venous problems has been rekin-
dled and has contributed to the creation of a multidisci-
plinary approach to this field.
Books by multiple authors have many advantages, and
this book is no exception. A number of expert contribu-
tors have provided a comprehensive update on venous dis-
eases. As a matter of fact, a significant number of the con-
tributing authors are pioneer investigators in this field and
founding members of the American Venous Forum.
There are six sections in this book. The first section
contains a detailed history of venous surgery and a very
eloquent and comprehensive chapter on the hemodynam-
ics of the venous system by a pioneer in this field.
In section two, various diagnostic technologies are
described in depth by some well-known experts. Various
surgical and nonsurgical techniques for the treatment of
venous disorders are described thoroughly in section
three. The descriptions of these techniques are informative
and complete. Other new technologies in venous disor-
ders are also included in this section, for example, modern
interventional techniques including endoscopy, balloon
dilatation, venous stenting, and angioscopic valvuloplasty.
In the fourth section, various clinical features and
venous pathologic entities are described in detail, includ-
ing chronic venous obstruction, vena cava syndromes, and
axillary-subclavian vein thrombosis. A unique chapter that
covers the diagnosis and treatment of pelvic venous disor-
ders is included in this section. Finally, the fifth and sixth
sections cover the topics of deep vein thrombosis, includ-
ing diagnosis, inferior vena cava interruptions and filters,
venous thrombectomy, and venous trauma.
Some minor criticisms of this book include the fol-
lowing observations. In the second section, which covers
diagnostic techniques, various physiologic venous nonin-
vasive tests that have fewer applications and whose use has
been dwindling over the past 10 years are covered in more
detail than venous duplex imaging. A minor point is that
the lymphedema topic is covered both under diagnostic
techniques, section two (chapter 11) and also under sec-
tion 4 (chapter 29), with some overlapping information.
Another minor criticism regarding chapter 10 is that
the references regarding the complications of venography
are somewhat outdated. Specifically, the author indicates
that contrast material might cause deep vein thrombosis,
which is a position that has been refuted in the last sever-
al years, particularly with the use of the new nonionic con-
trast agents. In the section that deals with deep vein
thrombosis, perhaps some detailed information regarding
the pathogenesis and etiologic mechanism of deep vein
thrombosis should have been included. Perhaps it would
have been beneficial to have added more detailed infor-
mation regarding subfascial endoscopic perforator inter-
ruption to chapter 18.
To summarize, the chapters in this book are well writ-
ten and current. The tables and figures are clear, and most
of the references are up to date. In addition, the physical
presentation of this book is very good. This book is timely
because only a limited number of recent comprehensive
textbooks on venous diseases are available. The authors are
commended for a job well done. The text is very readable
and will be of great value to vascular surgeons, surgeons,
internists, dermatologists, and all other clinicians who are
interested in venous disorders. This book is also highly rec-
ommended for surgical residents and vascular fellows.
Ali AbuRhama, MD
R. C. Byrd Health Science Center
University of West Virginia
Charleston, W.Va.
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This book has been nicely produced and sets out its
stall in chapter one, where David Bergqvist writes on
reporting standards for long-term results of vascular and
endovascular surgery. Sadly, after this introduction many of
the chapters fail to live up to Bergqvist’s reporting stan-
dards. I have to say that multiple categorization of all types
of arterial and venous disease into a series of grades and
categories does not appeal to me, but I accept that we need
careful descriptions of the disease that is being treated.
Many of the chapters provide a good overview of the
published material of different arterial reconstructive tech-
niques. Unfortunately, one or two chapters fail complete-
ly to assess the European and international literature and
merely provide a superficial personal view, and a couple of
the chapters written by my British colleagues are guilty of
all these sins. There are, however, some excellent reviews,
although the figures that are provided on patency rates are
often highly speculative and do not appear to rely on any
objective interventions. The chapter that deals with thora-
coabdominal aneurysm repair almost indicates that this
type of surgery is as safe as abdominal aneurysm surgery.
This book is of most value in providing multiple
papers on patency for each specific procedure. These are
often illuminating because of the enormous range of
reported results. The presentation and tables are impecca-
ble, and the English is of a high standard.
In summary, I think that this is a useful book for a
department of academic vascular surgery to have on its
shelves. I do not think it will achieve large individual sales,
but its concept is worthy, and if in the future the multiple
authors work to a standard format and avoid personal
series it will prove to be a very useful publication.
Kevin Burnand, MS, FRCS
St. Thomas’ Hospital
London, United Kingdom
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The past decade has witnessed a surge of indications
for chronic oral anticoagulation therapy. Clinicians are
called on to treat an increasing number of elderly patients
whose medical problems are amplified by the need to
maintain a predetermined coagulation status. Oral antico-
agulants addresses the need for a comprehensive source
on all aspects of oral anticoagulation therapy. At 280
pages, it is compact, yet complete. The text is divided into
22 chapters that address virtually every aspect of oral anti-
coagulants that might be of interest to the practicing clin-
ician, including mechanism of action, current indications,
drug interactions, and laboratory monitoring. Chapters
are authored by recognized authorities in the field. The
majority of contributors are from the United States and
Canada, but the editors have drawn on talent from many
countries. The layout is appealing. The information pre-
sented is uniformly clear and concise, and careful editing
has removed much of the inconsistency between chapters
that is usually found in multiauthored texts. There is,
thankfully, little repetition between chapters. Abundant
supporting data are cited for specific recommendations,
but the depth of basic information is appropriate and not
at all distracting. Figures and tables amplify, rather than
restate, the written text. Although every chapter is thor-
ough, the chapter on pharmacokinetics and drug interac-
tions with warfarin is particularly informative. One quick-
ly comes to grasp the reason why a simple list of drug
interactions is inadequate.
The main strength of this book is its focus on a limit-
ed subject that is of great potential interest to a wide audi-
ence. Whereas the bulk of the information can be found in
larger textbooks, the editors are correct in their preface
statement that a comprehensive text on oral anticoagu-
lants is timely. I have no significant criticisms of this work.
Readers will find this book to be useful both as a source
for in-depth studying and for quick reference. The text is
written in clear and simple language so that it can serve as
a primer for junior residents and students with little expe-
rience in anticoagulation. On the other hand, it is suffi-
ciently complete to be considered an authoritative text on
the subject. Its compact format makes it an ideal source of
information for board review. Busy practicing clinicians
will also find it to be excellent as a quick reference guide.
In support of this feature, the index is complete and well
organized.
This book is not intended solely for vascular surgeons.
Any clinical specialist who treats patients who receive oral
anticoagulants will find this book to be an extremely help-
ful resource. There are specific chapters that deal with oral
anticoagulation in pregnancy, in children, and in the treat-
ment of cancer. Despite its compact size, this book has
wide potential utility, and it will appeal to a large audience.
Accordingly, this book is highly recommended for any
clinical specialist who prescribes oral anticoagulants. It will
be a valued addition to the library of individuals who per-
form vascular surgery, regardless of training level.
R. James Valentine, MD
University of Texas Southwest Medical Center
Dallas, Tex.
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